OXFORDSHIRE WASTE PARTNERSHIP JOINT COMMITTEE

Friday 16th January 2009
Present: The Chair (Councillor John Tanner, Oxford City Council), the Vice-Chair (Councillor Roger Belson, Oxfordshire County Council), Councillors David Dodds (South Oxfordshire District Council), Jenny Hannaby (Vale of White Horse District Council), David Harvey (West Oxfordshire District Council) and George Reynolds (Cherwell District Council).

Officers Present: Wayne Lewis (Oxfordshire Waste Partnership Co-ordinator), Colin Bailey (Oxford City Council), Steve Bishop (Vale of White Horse District and South Oxfordshire District Councils), Ian Davies (Cherwell District Council), Cath James (West Oxfordshire District Council), Paul Mocroft (Communications Officer, Oxfordshire Waste Partnership), Andrew Pau (Oxfordshire  County Council), Ed Potter (Cherwell District Council).

William Reed (Clerk to the Committee, Oxford City Council)


ACTION
	32.
MINUTES

The Committee confirmed as a correct record the minutes of it meeting held on 24th October 2008.


	

	33.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND     SUBSTITUTIONS

There were no apologies for absence
	

	34.
URGENT ITEMS

The Chair agreed to accept as urgent business an addition to the report at item 13 (NEW INITATIVES FUND PROJECTS – UPDATE - Minute 44).  The additional papers contained details of bids for funding from the Oxfordshire Waste Partnership New Initiatives Fund.  The reason for urgency was to enable the Committee to be advised of the most up to date position with the minimum of delay.


	

	35.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

The following members of the Committee declared the interests shown against their names:-

1.
Councillor Hannaby – personal interest in minute 41(c) (Procurement Updates – Residual Waste Treatment) insofar as it related to the planning applications for a residual waste treatment facility because she was a member of the County Council’s Planning and Regulation Committee that would determine the applications.

2.
Councillor Harvey – personal interest in minute 41(c) (Procurement Updates – Residual Waste Treatment) insofar as it related to planning and procurement in respect of the residual waste treatment project because he was a member of the County Council.

3.
Councillor Reynolds – personal prejudicial interest in minutes 36 and 41(c) (Address and Petition and Procurement Updates – Residual Waste Treatment) insofar as they related to the planning applications for a residual waste treatment facility because he was a member of the County Council’s Planning and Regulation Committee that would determine the applications.


	

	36.
PETITIONS AND ADDRESSES

Mr. David McKenzie of Sutton Courtenay representing people in Sutton Courtenay opposed to the provision of a residual waste treatment facility addressed the Committee.  He spoke to the Committee by way of presenting arguments against what he described as the “popular myths on recycling”, namely:-

· Incineration reduces the need for landfill

· Incineration is a way of recycling energy

· Incineration is safe

· Incineration is more economic than alternatives

· The Environment Agency and the Health Protection Agency will protect public health


Mr. McKenzie said that 4,500 people had signed a petition opposed to an incineration plant in Sutton Courtenay.


Following the address the Chair explained that it was the responsibility of the County Council’s Planning and Regulation Committee to determine the planning applications for residual waste treatment facilities.


Resolved to note the contents of Mr. McKenzie’s address.


	

	37.
OXFORDSHIRE COMMUNITY WASTE ACTION GROUPS

A presentation was made by Resource Futures.  The presenters spoke about the number and spread of community action groups in the County (26 groups but with relatively few in Cherwell District Council’s area); about the work of the action groups; and about new initiatives.  The new initiatives were described as:-

· Testing of electrical equipment before offered for swapping/reuse

· Carbon reduction

· Food waste collection and reduction

· Development of a website and portal

Resolved to thank the presenters for the information presented to the Committee.


	

	38.
BUDGET 2009/10 – 2011/12

The Committee considered a report (previously circulated and now appended) prepared by the Oxfordshire Waste Partnership Co-ordinator.


The Committee agreed the budget as annexed to the report, noting:-

(a)
The required level of contribution by each District Council and by the County Council over each of the next three years;

(b)
That the initials WRAP after Communications Officer in the Core Budget should be deleted.


	All lead officers

Wayne Lewis



	39.
JOINT WASTE MANAGEMENT STRATEGY ACTION PLAN – 2009/10 – 2011/12


The Committee considered a report (previously circulated and now appended) prepared by the Oxfordshire Waste Partnership Co-ordinator.


Resolved:-

(1)
To agree the action plan;

(2)
That there was potential for increased work to be done on Policy 13 (The Oxfordshire Waste Partnership will assist the development of local markets for recovered materials) and to ask that actions in pursuance of this Policy be strengthened in future years;

(3)
That the notes of the meetings of the officer groups referred to in paragraph 2.1 of the report be made available to members upon request;

(4)
To ask the Oxfordshire Waste Partnership Co-ordinator to present to a future meeting a paper on prioritisation of action plan items and how the items related to LAA targets.


	Wayne Lewis

Wayne Lewis

Wayne Lewis

	40.
NEW FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS – TESTING

The Committee considered a report (previously circulated and now appended) prepared by the Oxfordshire Waste Partnership Co-ordinator.


Resolved:-

(1)
To note the results of the first six months of the testing phase (Appendix 1 to the report refers);

(2)
To ask that a further report be presented to the Committee’s March meeting;

(3)
To agree that partner Councils should support West Oxfordshire District Council in the development of a suitable New Initiatives Fund bid to reduce that Council’s early years liabilities under the new financial arrangements.


	Wayne Lewis

All lead officers


	41.
PROCUREMENT UPDATES
(a)
Food and Garden Waste Treatment

The Committee considered a report (previously circulated and now appended) prepared by Carolyn Baxter (Oxfordshire County Council).


Andrew Pau advised that the official contract start date was 1st November 2009.  However, in all probability this would not be the date that a food waste treatment facility would be provided in Oxfordshire.  Notwithstanding the contract start date Mr. Pau said that the County Council would honour previously agreed dates for taking food and garden waste from the Oxfordshire district councils.  In response to a question, Mr. Pau said that the food and garden waste transfer station would be at Cassington.


Resolved:-

(1)
To note the position with the contract and that 1st November 2009 would be the contract start date;

(2)
To note that the County Council undertook to honour all commitments to take food and garden waste from Oxfordshire district councils from agreed dates earlier than 1st November 2009;

(3)
To note the concern expressed by Cherwell District Council representatives about Cassington as a transfer station.

(b)
Waste Collection Joint Procurement

The Committee considered a report (previously circulated and now appended) prepared by Mr. Mackay, Project Manager, Vale of White Horse District Council.


With reference to paragraph 6.1 of the report, Steve Bishop said that the preferred contractor was Verdant.


Resolved to note the position.

(c)
Residual Waste Treatment

The Committee considered a report (previously circulated and now appended) prepared by Andrew Pau (Oxfordshire County Council).


The Vice-Chair said that planning applications were likely to go to the County Council’s Planning and Regulation Committee in March (WRG-Sutton Courtenay) and April (Viridor Waste – Ardley).  A preferred bidder was likely to be appointed by the County Cabinet in May 2009.


Resolved to note the position.

	Andrew Pau

	42.
MONITORING PROGRESS

The Committee considered a report (previously circulated and now appended) prepared by the Oxfordshire Waste Partnership Co-ordinator.


Resolved to note the contents of the report.


	

	43.
LOCAL AREA AGREEMENT 1 – REWARD GRANT FUNDING APPLICATION


The Committee considered a report (previously circulated and now appended) prepared by the Oxfordshire Waste Partnership Co-ordinator.


Resolved to delegate to the Oxfordshire Waste Partnership Co-ordinator and the Chair authority to submit a bid to the Public Service Board for funding for the introduction of household food waste collections in Oxfordshire.


	Wayne Lewis

Chair

	44.
NEW INITIATIVES FUND PROJECTS – UPDATE

The Committee considered a report (previously circulated and now appended) prepared by the Oxfordshire Waste Partnership Co-ordinator together with the urgent business papers referred to in minute 34.


Resolved to note the position.


	

	45.
PLASTIC BAG FREE TOWN INITIATIVE

The Committee considered a report (previously circulated and now appended) prepared by Eiles Robinson (Oxfordshire County Council).


Resolved to note the position.


	

	46.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

The Committee noted that it would next meet at 9.30 a.m. on Friday 27th March 2009 in the Town Hall, Oxford.


	

	47.
MATTERS NOT FOR PUBLICATION

Resolved in accordance with provisions of Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 to exclude the press and public for the remaining business of the Committee on the grounds that their presence could involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as described in paragraph 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Act and to record that in all the circumstances of the case, the public interest in maintaining the exemption outweighed the public interest in disclosing the information.

The meeting commenced at 9.30 am.  It resolved to exclude the press and public at 10.54 a.m. the meeting closed at 11.13 a.m.
	


NOT FOR PUBLICATION

OXFORDSHIRE WASTE PARTNERSHIP JOINT COMMITTEE

Friday 16th January 2009

	48.
PROCUREMENT UPDATES – FOOD AND GARDEN WASTE TREATEMENT


The Committee considered a “not for publication” annex to the report at minute 41(a).


Resolved to note that the legal officers of each partner authority would be asked to look at the draft agreement, and that a deadline of mid February 2009 be set for partner authorities to finalise and sign the agreement.

	District Council legal officers


